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Sample Script for Explaining Procedures and Advising of Rights 

I am going to explain to you what happens at these juvenile court proceedings. There 
has been a petition filed by the district attorney’s office, claiming that you [explain the 
nature of the charges in simple terms]. You were taken into custody because: [Specify] 

[Many judges ask counsel whether reading of the petition and rights are waived.] 

In determining what should happen, you will participate in juvenile court proceedings that 
are divided into several separate hearings. 

First, there will be a detention hearing. This is what is happening here today. The 
purpose of this hearing is to decide whether you should [remain/be placed] in custody or 
[remain/be placed] on home supervision from today until the date of the jurisdiction 
hearing, which has been set for _________, 20__. 

[If a fitness hearing is sought:] 

After this hearing, there will be a fitness hearing in which the court will determine 
whether [name of child] will be fit for juvenile court. If the court finds that [name of child] 
is unfit, [name of child] will be tried in adult criminal court. 

When you appear in court on __________, 20__, for the jurisdiction hearing, the court 
will decide whether the statements contained in the petition that has just been read are 
true. If the court finds them not true, the court will dismiss the case. If the court finds 
them to be true, the court will conduct a disposition hearing. 

The purpose of a disposition hearing is to decide what placement action, if any, the court 
should make in view of what has been found to have happened. 

[Ask counsel about waiver of advisement of rights:] 

Does your client waive advisement of rights? 

[Or advise minor of rights:] 

The court will explain the additional constitutional rights (in addition to right to counsel) 
that [name of child] has. 

These are: 

• The right to remain silent. This means that [name of child] need not tell us 
anything about the offense charged in the petition. If [name of child] chooses to 
speak, anything [he/she] says can and will be used today by the court in deciding 
whether [name of child] should be detained. Do you understand this right? Do 
you have any questions about it? 

• The right to see, hear, and question all witnesses who may be examined at this 
hearing. 

• The right to cross-examine, which means ask questions of, any witness who may 
testify at this hearing. 
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• The right to present evidence and to use the court’s subpoena power to bring 
witnesses to court to testify on your behalf. 

[Ask the child and the parents:] 

Do you understand these rights? Do you have any questions? 
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